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“The Watermelon Incident of 1856 in Panama,” and the emergence of the
concept of Latin America: a review of Path of Empire: Panama and the
California Gold Rush, by Aims McGuinness (Cornell University Press, 2008).

SATO Kanji

On April 15, 1856, in Panama City, a conflict occured between some
residents of the city and foreign passengers of the Panama Railroad, most
of whom were from the United States. A gun battle started and at least
seventeen people lay dead. Two were from Panama and most of the others
were US. citizens. The event is called the “Watermelon Incident” after the
first trouble between a drunken passenger and a Panamanian vender who
sold him a slice of watermelon, which resulted in the above tragedy and
U.S. intervention. This essay introduces “the Watermelon Incident”, based
on the description of Path of Empire by McGuinness. The book describes
the making of empire in Panama during the gold rush which was integral to
and coincident with the Anglo-American conquest of California, and argues
that the U.S. intervention in Panama during the 1850s contributed to a new
concept of Latin America.
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16 Robert Tomes, Panama in 1855, Harper and Brothers, 1855, p.2155 5 D5 TH %,
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T EIFSoNTw5E, 1. E2HTALZLIIC, NF<iE, TokEd
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=10 A ViE, COEETTIIRESIN TV ZDTH S,
NE<HiRaarEhviin T8 AT RKERREOY YT T Y
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HY. =H T T TEMS S L72ET, kKEAZHLE LAERICE 2 HE
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AR L7230 THY ., KAF Y IWHFIIBITHHELHEE L IZRL DD
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&, Dosier, Nicaragua’s Mosquito shore., pp.76-106. 255 L\,

20 PR CR U7z TEEBRARMEE] OV RRTIENTE S, EHEEE (201 fiz Y
KA XY T EBTHIEO [R5 M BV E Y EAEA T a8 L ¥ v BERAERK ]
[Bs R wr7E) 85 35 (ks X T 7). 20134,
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C ORI, RENZ, R S KPR ORI % /3 < Jlk 720 T 2%
CHERLTWA, I8BMEICIK, 7 AIuITA FHETHEY 24 2 X - F X
7 ~James Gadsden% A ¥ ¥ I RfFICEA L TREBEE, A ¥ —1 ¥ Mesilla
MK A 100007 FVTRAF L aAnbATLEIEICHYI LTS, AF v aid
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DELT RKEADT YT 7y 7 HilkOk AGBITHER PRBE L. & 5 IKIE
ANDAdgy - WMEIZHEIE L7213 W REOTHEZBD L LM%M L Twa,
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21 EXFEX# VT TS TE %, United States, Department of State, Treaties and Other
International Agreements of the United States of America, 1776-1949, pp.888-892.
https://archive.org/details/treatiesotherintOlunit (20174F 1 A 4 H %)

22 AFTAWERHIIBNTD, NP VEBIIEELREE R L Tn5b, 18584E, i
WHENILTERE, 77 VALIRERERLL, BEARROT TS 7F 77— 2 8%
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12> T b,
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Axvali (ZETH) Lzod, 18614E12HTH 5. WET T, 2 F ¥
ICIE, RFIRBUFFE T (L7 4 V=) ] 2802 HHERRBIFO D
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[T | LRI TW S, [Z4RERS] ofiRiE, BHHERIROBAIZE > 72,
HEEHRIRIZISOIFET H 1 HEE A F v adiz &g Lz, Rz FRL A~
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23 John Leddy Phelan, “Pan-latinism, French intervention in Mexico (1861-1867) and the
genesis of the idea of Latin America,” in Ortega y Medina, Juan A. ed. Conciencia y
autoridad historica, UNAM, 1968. MO KA % K 2 immlc oW, WIS [ 7
TR A HIRORER] EARPA - RIS G [97 27 20 A~ (K
IHTMD ) BrEFRm20054E, 2528 E I L T b,
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Br20074E 255 Lo

25 Aims McGuinness, “Searchig for ‘Latin America : Race and Sovereignty in the
Americas in the 1850s”, in Nancy P. Appelbaim, Anne S. Macpherson, and Karin
Alejandra Rosemblatt, ed., Race and Nation in Modern Latin America, University
of North Carolina Press, 2003, p.99.
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27 Arturo Ardao, Genesis de la idea y el nombre de América Latina, Centro de
Estudios Latinoamericanos Romulo Gallegos, 1980, p.179. [ KI3EmE S v bk 2
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EAH] (56 Hi% 28,
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31 Ardao, Genesis., p.174.

32 FHFILUTOXMICHFEEIN/ZT UL A FTORLIIH725Z LIFTETWAR Y, Justo
Arosemena, Escritos de Justo Arosemena: Estudio introductorio y antologia, Argelia
Tello ed., Editorial Universitaria, 1985.
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