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English writing teachers often choose a textbook from various candidates on the market that appears to best
suit the course objectives and students’ needs. In such a decision making process, however, due to practical
and technical reasons, many teachers would perhaps rely on their intuition when identifying whether the
selected textbook uses high frequency vocabulary. It would be certainly helpful if teachers could know the
level of vocabulary in candidate textbooks prior to their decisions. This study explored the vocabulary used in
four sample university English writing textbooks, using the online text analysis system that the authors are
developing. We used three corpus-based word lists for analysis (General Service List, Academic Word List,
JACET 8000), which are widely used in the research body of English language teaching and learning. The
study found that approximately 70% of the examined model texts were written in the most frequent 2000
words, regardless of the textbooks’ target proficiency levels. Also, the use of academic vocabulary accounted
for 12-15% of the model texts in the non-domestic textbooks for intermediate and advanced learners, and
about 8% in the textbooks published domestically. This study also suggests that the online text analysis
system can be potentially a useful support tool for making confident evidence-based decisions on material
selection and development.
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