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Lessons from Civic Agriculture and Latin America’s Experience

— How we realize solidarity and cooperation in Japan while lacking civic community? —

KITANO, Shu

Thomas Lyson argues a vital civic community as a relative autonomous social/political sphere is a pre-condition
for people’s solidarity and cooperation, and thus for social solidarity economy (SSE). Moreover, Latin-American
critical development scholars emphasize the role of comunidad for cultural autonomy and solidarity. In short,
an intermediate social/political sphere negotiating and mediating between individuals and market economy/
nation state orientations is essential, which enables people to maintain infrapolitics for themselves. This example
illustrates how difficult it is to realize solidarity and cooperation in Japan where such spheres were significantly

depoliticized and dismantled through the course of two phases of its modernization.



