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“On the Day the World Ends”

On eschatological themes in the poetry of Yoshiro Ishihara

SAITO Takeshi

In the early 1970s Yoshiro Ishihara, the Japanese poet, made frequent statements
on eschatology. The background to these statements was the debate that was
gaining popularity at that time due to the Club of Rome’s publication of the report
“Limits to Growth” in 1972, among others. Ishihara’s interest in eschatology began
before World War II, when he read Karl Barth’s “The Epistle to Romans” and was
baptized under its influence. When he resumed writing poetry in Japan after the
war, following his experience of the Siberian internment, eschatological thinking
is thought to have occupied an important place in his creative work. This paper
examines eschatological themes in Ishihara’s poetry through an analysis of his
1972 poem “On the Day the World Ends”. For Ishihara, the apocalypse is latent in

everyday time, and defines the structure of the time itself.
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