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On the verb distinction based on the dictionary form :
Considering a learner-friendly way of verb introduction

KO Eunsook

While learning Japanese at the beginner level, it is common for the
introduction of verbs to involve the “masu form” (polite form of verbs)
However, if the “masu form” is learned first as the basic form, it is expected
that the conjugated form will be difficult to use because the verbs can't be
classified properly.

This paper attempts to review the method of introducing verbs with the
“masu form” as the basic form in elementary Japanese level, and to discuss
the advantages of introducing the “dictionary form” as the basic form,
referring to the findings of previous studies.

It's considered that if the “masu form” is introduced as the basic form, the
acquisition of the “dictionary form” will be delayed and the verb conjugation
forms will be more difficult to learn. However, if the “dictionary form” is
used as the basic form, the discrimination of verb categories and conjugation
forms will be easier to master.

The discussion in this paper suggests the advantages of verb conjugation
forms that use the “dictionary form” as their basic form, and proposes new
verb classifications that differ from traditional verb classifications.

Keywords : dictionary form, masu-form, verb distinction, verb conjugation,
order of verb introduction
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