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The current status of the selection process for a final disposal site for high-level

radioactive waste in Germany

OKAMURA, Lila

By the end of 2022, Germany will have completed its nuclear phase-out with the closure of all operating nuclear
power stations. However, even with the cessation of nuclear power generation, no final disposal site has yet
been decided for the radioactive waste that has been generated. The crux in Germany s current final repository
selection process is understanding the reasons behind the abandonment of the plan to build the site at the facility
in Gorleben (Lower Saxony). Among the reasons cited were a lack of standards and an inadequate decision-making
framework, both of which would have to be improved in order to facilitate the site selection process.

With this in mind, a site selection law was enacted in 2013 and revised in 2017. Currently, the German repository
selection process is based on this site selection law. This paper first reviews the Gorleben debate to identify the
challenges surrounding the candidate site selection process in Germany, and then discusses the Site Selection Act,
which was enacted as a response to the impasse in Gorleben. The paper focuses particularly on the clarification of

selection criteria and public participation, and the current progress of the selection process.






