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Study on the Obisha ritual in South Kanto region
—Mainly on relations with the ritual to shoot the mark—

HAYASHI Eiichi

The ritual called “Obisha” are densely distributed in the Southern
Kanto region. It means ritual to originally shoot some arrows towards the
mark, but, in South Kanto, an event with the ritual to shoot the arrow
towards the mark is only 25.2% of the whole. The ritual to be performed
as a ritual called “Obisha” takes various forms in South Kanto. If I give
an example, The area where “Hatsuuma” and a ritual called “Obisha”
are tied to is frequent. However, it does not shoot the arrow towards
the mark. If I see it in detail, there are many areas performing “Touya
Watashi” as ritual. “Touya” is the person in charge of the ritual. “Touya
Watashi” is ritual to change “Touya” every year. The oldest record of the
ritual to shoot the arrow towards the mark is a thing of the 18th century
when I confirm it by ancient documents. The ritual called “Obisha” to
shoot the arrow towards the mark was performed as the national ritual
that had been performed for national tranquility in the ancient times.
When it is the Middle Ages, when a shared territorial bonding-like village
is formed, “Touya Watashi~ that is the ritual in hope of the tranquility of
the village is called “Obisha”. I think it to have had possibilities to come to
adopt an event to shoot the mark as a background.






