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This article is to present the “Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on
certain permitted uses of orphan works” adopted at 24th may 2011. An orphan work means a work whose
rightholders are out of contact. The Proposal aims to harmonize laws of EU member states for the
legalization of free digital reproduction and free online distribution of orphan works by certain libraries
and similar institutions for the public benefit, on condition that they carry out a diligent search of
rightholders. The Proposal is made to achieve legal collections of orphan works in the European digital
library “Europeana”.
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