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How the Facts Are Narrated ?

——in B. Friel’s The Loves of Cass McGuirve and Lovers (Winners+ Losers) ——

Kazuo Kojima

This thesis is designed to consider the way in which the main characters
in Brian Friel’'s early plays, The Loves of Cass McGuire and Lovers
(Winners+ Losers) , narrate the facts.

Cass, the narrator of The Loves of Cass McGuire, is an old woman who
lives in a nursing home. She is not senile but she manages to forge her
miserable past into an idealized memory. Why does she have to invent a
happy past for herself ? The reason is that she had few good times in her
past and she can not foresee a bright future at all. The only way for Cass
to survive in the present is to ignore her sad old days and her dark coming
days.

Cass wants to have control over the stage. She declares, “the story
begins where I say it begins”and complains, “what’s this goddam play
called?” These are not the words of characters critical of their author
like those in Pirandello’s works. Cass is just interested in who the
narrator is and how the bright past is deliberately built up.

In Winners, on a centre stage we see an engaged young couple — Mag
and Joe — who went on a picnic and had a quite good time together talking
about their married life. At the edge of the stage a man and a woman can
be seen. This man and woman are narrators and read “completely
without emotion” their book about how the young lovers spent their time
before they died after the picnic. In this play the narrators give only the
facts about Mag and Joe. There is no fabrication in their comments but
we know these facts never give us the truth.

In Losers, the narrator, Andy, tries to tell us the process of how he loses
his love and becomes a lifeless being. He also comments that the words
are “robbed of all meaning” while they are repeatedly used.
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