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How Effective Are Voluntary Approaches to Climate Change Mitigation?:
A Study on the Saitama Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Program

HAMAMOTO, Mitsutsugu

In FY 2010, Saitama Prefecture started the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Reduction Program, which
requires business operators to formulate their own annual GHG reduction plans, including voluntary emissions
reduction targets and to report them to the Saitama Prefectural Government. This program covers business
operators with facilities located in the prefecture that have a total energy consumption of 1,500 kiloliters or
more per year in crude oil equivalent as well as large-scale retailers with a total store floor area of 10,000 square
meters or more within the prefecture. This paper examines how covered facilities responded to the Saitama GHG
Emissions Reduction Program using data collected from a survey conducted in 2019. The results suggest that the

program may have encouraged energy conservation for achieving voluntary emissions reduction targets.



