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This research update discusses the validity of ‘separate scoring’ employed as part of the quiz scoring methods
in an LMS manaba, as opposed to the popular ‘partial scoring’. As a result of the simulation based on the
enumerated multiple answer patterns of multiple choice questions where the numbers of options are three, four,
five, and six, the separate scoring method tends to score significantly higher than the partial scoring method
when the responses are fewer than the designated numbers of options to be chosen, and significantly lower
when the responses are more than the designated numbers of options to be chosen. The ‘separate scoring’
method is not only statistically heterogeneous but also has serious theoretical problems in terms of educational
philosophy and test validity. With a proposal of a slightly revised partial scoring method the author warns the
potential manaba users of the misleading scoring method.
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