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A Report on the Kanji Vocabulary Class Using Audio-visual
Materials for Advanced Level Japanese Language Learners:
Learning Kanji Vocabulary to Match Kanji Sounds and characters.

ISHIDA Yuriko

Abstract

This paper reports on Kanji vocabulary classes with using Audio-visual
Materials (such as watching movies and TV shows) for advanced level
Japanese language learners. The purpose of this class was to match kanji
characters to its designated kanji sounds. I assumed that guessing Kanji or
assuming its vocabulary meaning in a certain context together with imagining
the appearance of a Kanji character and listening to its pronunciation can
improve the understanding of the Kanji vocabulary. However, as the result
of interview to the students, it has found that recalling Kanji characters’
appearance is not necessary if students can already understand the meaning
of Kanji vocabulary in a certain context. It is suggested that recalling Kanji
characters is not a primary step, but only to reconfirm their understanding of
the meaning, even so, it is less likely to promote learning Kanji vocabulary.
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