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The past above, the future below

and the present pouring down: the roar,
the roar of the present, a speech—

is, of necessity, my sole concern v
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I love the locust tree
the sweet white locust
How much?
How much?
How much does it cost

to love the locust tree
in bloom? (PA, 95)
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Beautiful thing,
my dove, unable and all who are windblown,

touched by the fire

and unable.... (P4, 96)
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Doctor, do you believe in
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“the people,” the Democracy? Do
you still believe—in this

swill-hole of corrupt cities?
Do you, Doctor? Now? (P4, 108)
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Beautiful thing:

—a dark flame,
a wind, a flood—counter to all staleness. (P4, 100)
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Quit it. Quit this place. Go where all

mouths are rinsed: to the river for
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an answer
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for relief from “meaning” (P4, 111)
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A tornado approaches (We don’t have
tornados in these latitudes. What, at
Cherry Hill?)

It pours
over the roofs of Paterson, ripping,

twisting, tortuous:

a wooden shingle driven half its length
into an osk

(the wind must have steeled
it, held it hard on both sides)

The church
moved 8 inches through an arc, on its

foundations—
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Hum, hum!

—the wind
where it poured its heavy plaits (the face
unshowihg) from the rock’s edge— -

where in the updraft,
summer days the red-shouldered hawks ride
and play

(in the up-draft)

and the poor cotton-
spinner, over the roofs, preparing to dive
looks down
Searching among books; the mind elsewhere

looking down
Seeking. (P4, 111-112)
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An iron dog, eyes
aflame in a flame-filed corridor. A drunkenness .
of flame. So be it. A bottle, mauled
by the flames, belly-bent with laughter:
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yellow, green. So be it—of drunkenness

survived, in guffaws of flame. All fire afire!

So be it. Swallowing the fire. So be

it. Torqued to laughter by the fire,

the very fire. So be it. Chortling at flames
sucked in, a multiformity of laughter, a

flaming gravity surpassing the sobriety of

flames, a chestity of annihilation. Recreant,
calling it good. Calling the fire good. (P4, 117)
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An old bottle, mauled by the fire
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gets a new glaze, the glass warped
to a new distinction, reclaiming the

undefined. - (P4, 118)
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Voiceless, his

action gracing a flame
—but lost, lost

because there is no way to link
the syllables anew to imprison him (P4, 120)
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Where is the pain?
(You put on a simper designed

not to reveal)

—the small window with two panes,

my eye level of the ground, the furnace odor . (P4, 125)
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—for I was overcome
by amazement and could do nothing but admire

and lean to care for you in your quietness—

who looked at me, smiling, and we remained

“tuhs looking, each at the other . in silence

You lethargic, waiting upon me, wating for
the fire and I _
attendant upon you, shaken by your beauty
(P4, 125)
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A tapestry hound
with his thread teeth drawing crimson from
the throat of the unicorn (P4, 126)
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I can’t be half gentle enough,
half tender enough '

toward you, toward you,
inarticulate, not half loving enough (P4, 128)
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William Carlos Williams® Paterson Book Three
Seeking “Beautiful thing”

Shigeyoshi Hara

Paterson Book Three consists of three sections. In the first section and
the second, the phrase, “Beautiful thing” appears 22 times. Book Three
considers the poet’s (Dr. Paterson’s) relationshop to the past, and his
quest for living beauty in the city of Paterson. At the end of Book Two
Dr. Paterson runs into the library for respite from the roar of the Passaic
Falls which represents the present speech, for assistance.

Thruoghout Book Three the poet examines the question whether the
past documents (the books) he reads offer anything available fo his quest
for “Beautiful thing.” * The answer drawn from several events once hap-
pened to the city of Paterson is that the library or a “tradition” seems to
be a tomb where the spirits of the writers in the past look for their outlets.
But he admits the fact that his own age demands something new. And
he starts from this recognition to invent a form (what Williams calls “mea-
sure”) that will be appropriate to his own standing.

“Beautiful thing” means that which has survived the destructive ele-
ments. Focusing on natural disasters actually happened to the city in
1902, this paper concerns his aesthetics which is based on the interpen-
etration between ‘““descent” and ‘“‘ascent.” It should be noticed that
Williams employs contrete images of “Beautiful thing”’, and the images
are often the feminie disgraced in this world. To discover his “Beautiful
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thing”, the poet makes a starts out of particulars and has to pay his

“cost” of singing American Beauty.





