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Southern Jews During the Civil Rights Struggle Period

Tadayuki Sato

A series of actual and attempted bombings was aimed at Jewish religious
institutions in various Southern states between Nov 11, 1957, and May 27,
1968.

Although the perpetrators were not known, Jews attributed the deeds to
segregationists.

Many of the most fervent segregationists were also anti-semitic, and
associated Jews with racial integration.

As a matter of fact, It was known, too, that Southern Jews privately
tended to be more liberal on the race issue than Southern Gentiles.

According to various survey data, Southern Jewish attitudes toward race
issue were more liberal than those of Gentile white Southerners but less so
than Northern Jew’s.

While a few courageous rabbis like Jacob Rothschild of Atlanta spoke
out against segergation, most, like their congregants, kept their mouths
shut despite whatever reservations they had.

Southern Jewry, comprising less than half of one percent of the
population of the South, was largely composed of merchants and profes-
sions dependent on the goodwill of their neighbors.

Southern Jew was therefore the man in the middle, subject to pressures
from his Gentile white on the one hand, his Black customers on the other.

Most Southern Jews felt that segregation went against the grain of their
democratic beliefs and their religious faith.

But there were a few Southern Jews who would articulate this point of
view publicly.
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