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- Britain’s Long-Term Commitment toward
South East Asia and Its Withdrawal from East of Suez

Takayuki Nagano

The purpose of this study is to examine Britain’s withdrawal from East of Suez
from the point of Britain’s long-term commitment toward South East Asia. This
study argues that British government’s long-term policy in the 1970s supported the
idea of disengaging militarily from the area rather than maintaining its forces there.
Political environment in South East Asia in the late 1960s provided the Britain’s poli-
cy makers with great uncertainty over the future prospects of the region. For exam-
ple, Malaysia-Singapore disputes, which eventually led to Singapore’s separation
from the Federation of Malaysia, in particular foreshadowed the serious troubles
which the Britain’s forces in the region might be entangled in. Britain thought that
its military involvement would be not only unattainable, but also undesirable with a
view to retaining Britain’s political influence and thereby maintaining peace and sta-
bility in the region.

The arguments here will be approached from three different perspectives. The
first concerns Britain’s thinking and evaluation as to the political development of
South East Asia, which laid the foundation of British long-term policy in the region.
The second focuses on British changing understanding of how to exert political in-
fluence in the region, which had a profound effect on its long-term commitment to
the region. The third examines to what extent Britain, conducting its policy over-
seas, placed emphasis on maintaining cooperation among the Western powers ; the
US, Australia and New Zealand. No longer capable of conducting their independent
policy on their own, the British tried to form a four-power consultative framework
by which they could maintain their political influence on the security and politics of
the region

Although this work does not deny the previous studies that focused upon Brit-
ain’s stringent ecoﬁomy, it tries positive assessments of Britain’s withdrawal from
east of Suez.
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