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26| 7NV KR 1966 | %17 i 431 257 14,998 — 0.61
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47|V bFyY-RER| 1983 |[AVT 262 50 12,533 0.6 0.28
48| TR A 1984 |7 ¥ 7 5,765 407 — — 1.01
FLEPAL 5 & % 1989 | 7 ¥ 7| 796,095| 173,383 1,019 1.6 1.37
50(F3E7 1990 |7 7YUH| 824,269 2,212 5,331 24 0.61
SU|BET77U% 1994° | 7 7Y #1{ 1,221,038 | 49,962 7,280 0.3 3.55
52 HAN—v 1995 | 77U | 475442| 19,958 1,147 9.9 0.9
3| EFYE—2 1995 |7 7U%| 799,380 | 23,406 410 24.5 0.45
sal g vy {2009 | 77UH| 26338 10277 530 227 0.1
& & (31,228,970 | 2,152,822 | (F34)8,753 — 100
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The Commonwealth;

A Mutual Assistance Network

Yasuko Sano

The Commonwealth of Nations is an organization composed of 54 sovereign
states with great diversity, connecting 30% of the world population. Its
members are mostly developing countries, and nearly half of the members are
small states of population less than 15 million. The First Commonwealth,
consisting of 6 Dominions, was united by a common allegiance to the British
Crown. The Second Commonwealth, however, was dramatically different. After
the independence of India in 1947 and the following adoption of the London
Declaration in 1949 which permitted the presence of Republics, the Second
Commonwealth was characterized by multiracialism and multiculturalism.

During and after the Second World War, the British government desired to
maintain its global status, and to form a British-centered world system by
leading the Commonwealth. This became difficult to attain following the
process of decolonization in Asia and Africa, which gathered pace after the
Second World War. Although the current Commonwealth is no longer led by
Britain, the British government still wishes to maintain its influence over the
Commonwealth by providing the largest amount of assistance among the other
developed member countries.

The Commonwealth is often described as the “People’s Commonwealth” or
the “Commonwealth Family” for it has a wide network of societies, institutions,
associations, organizations and funds that support the Commonwealth members.
In 1991, the Commonwealth Heads of Government gathered in Harare,
Zimbabwe, and agreed to pursue democracy, human rights and good

governance as their common values and development priorities. Although
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development assistance delivered by the Commonwealth organizations are
limited in amount and small in size, they focus on the least and the lowest
income member countries and provide assistance on demand-led basis. Mutual
assistance is what unites the current Commonwealth member countries together

after the decline of British leadership.
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