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English abstract:

Why do some countries succeed in overcoming historical animosity and
why not others? I will examine factors that enabled the United States and
Japan to overcome their “history issues” and to develop one of the most
stable bilateral relations in today’s world from the perspectives of
International Politics. Although today’'s U.S.-Japan relations are highly
institutionalized and even taken for granted, the starting point of the
relationship in the early 20™ century was full of denigration and racism
toward each other. Given this early history as well as the striking differences
in the value systems and cultures between the two countries, today’s built-in
stability of the bilateral relationship is a remarkable achievement. What made
such a monumental work of reconciliation possible? Drawing on “the levels
of analysis” as a theoretical toolbox of International Politics, I identify three
factors that have contributed to the successful reconciliation between the
two: 1)the structure of the international system during the Cold War, 2)
democratic political regime, and 3)political leadership. These conditions
clearly lack in the case of today’s Sino-Japanese relations and Korea-Japan
relations, whose history issues have caught fire for the past decades. The
experience of the U.S. and Japan bears wisdom and implications for the
development and sustenance of cooperative relations among countries trying
to overcome the problem of war memory. The political leadership that the

leaders of the US. and Japan exerted in finding congruence between the
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international constraints and their long-term national interests, in particular,
has served as the locomotive in orienting their foreign policy based on

diplomatic realism.
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1) John Dower, War without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War, (New York:
Pantheon Books, 1986).
2) Susan Pharr, “The Enigma of US-Japan Relations,” Japan Foundation keynote
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lecture, International House of Japan, (October 21, 2016).
3) [ ffEE T3] FIf#EIZ DWW CiE, Yinan He, The Search for Reconciliation:
Sino-Japanese and German-Polish Relations since World War II, (Cambridge
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University Press, 2009) ch, 1, pp, 12-45.
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