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A Study on Environmental Education and the Formation of Civic Awareness

among Junior High School Students in Japan and Germany

SHIOSE, Osamu

This article examines the environmental education and civic awareness development among Junior High School
students in Japan and Germany. Drawing from a joint survey conducted between November 2022 and March 2023,
it compares the attitudes of students from three schools: Dokkyo Junior and Senior High School in Japan, ecolea |
Internationale Schule, and Gymnasium Kéathe-Kollwitz-Schule in Germany. The study explores factors shaping

environmental consciousness, such as education, family influence, and media.

Findings reveal significant differences between the two countries. German students show higher engagement in
eco-friendly practices, such as purchasing recycled products and using renewable energy sources. Family
discussions on environmental topics were notably more influential in Germany, while Japanese students cited
school education as their primary source of environmental awareness. German schools also emphasize
interdisciplinary projects and participatory democratic education, in contrast to Japan's relatively limited civic

education.

The results underscore the importance of societal and educational frameworks in fostering environmental and
civic consciousness. While Japan demonstrates early environmental awareness at the elementary school level,
Germany’s systemic emphasis on civic participation and environmental action at higher education levels appears
more effective. The article suggests adopting comprehensive, cross-disciplinary educational models in Japan to

enhance civic engagement and sustainability practices.
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