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Colonization of Territoriality and Life in the Context of Food, Agriculture, and the Earth

— An essay on embeddedness in the face of the market and the nation-state —

KITANO, Shu

This study explores the concept of territoriality, which refers to the places where our daily lives and economic
activities occur, shaping our sense of belonging and identity. In this context, territoriality is understood not merely
as a sense of attribution but as a concept more closely related to the nuances of attachment or embeddedness. In
this essay, I will explore various interpretations of territoriality, each distinct from the other, from the perspective
of the connection between the earth and humans through the lenses of ontology, the commons, and food and
agriculture. The focus will be on how this connection has been transformed by postwar Japanese agricultural
policy and the ontological implications of this transformation. Furthermore, this essay aims to question territoriality
from the perspectives of nature (both social and ecological), people, and community, while also considering the roles

of society, the state, and individuals. It is an exploration of how our own “life” and spirit are colonized.



