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Abstract

This paper discusses the mechanism by which case is assigned to nouns in the
interlanguage of Japanese language learners. Although many studies have investigated errors in
case assignment in the interlanguage of non-native speakers, few have focused on the underlying
mechanism itself. In this paper, I analyze a cross-sectional corpus of speech data from Japanese
language learners and examine case assignment through the grammatical interpretation of
examples and the distribution patterns of each case. Based on this analysis, I make the following
claims about case assignment in noun phrases within the interlanguage.

First, the accusative case marked by the particle wo is assigned within the extended VP by
little-v. Second, the nominative case marked by the particle ga is assigned as the default case
within the extended VP due to the absence of little-v. Third, the particle wa can function as a
kind of case marker and is assigned by a tense marker at the leftmost position within the TP.
Furthermore, this paper argues that all three of these case assignment mechanisms follow

rational rules consistent with language universals.
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