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The Thought of the Axe

— The Image of the Axe in the Poetry of Yoshiro Ishihara
SAITO Takeshi

Japanese poet Yoshiro Ishihara’s third collection of poetry, 7he Thought of the
Axe (1970), belongs to a transitional period in his growth as a poet. This collection
of poems is situated between his first work, 7he Homecoming of Sancho Panza
(1963), which draws much of its inspiration from Ishihara’s experiences in the
Soviet prison camps, and his fourth collection, Datum of Leveling (1972), which
deals with more abstract subjects. Furthermore, 74e Thought of the Axe was
created at a time when Ishihara had begun to objectively describe his own
experiences in the concentration camps, in prose, rather than poetry. This essay
examines the title piece of 7he Thought of the Axe from the above perspective.
In The Homecoming of Sancho Panza, the “axe” is employed, above all, as a
tool used by prisoners in forced labor in Siberian gulags. However, in 7he
Thought of the Axe, the figure of the “axe” takes on a symbolic meaning and is
philosophically used to explore the relationship between man and the world. In this
essay, through a structural analysis of the poem “The Thought of the Axe” we

explore this shift in perspective in the depiction of the figure of the “axe.”
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