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The Shimoheyanlun Commentary Cited by Ancho:
Issues Related to the Reception
of the Shimoheyanlun in Japan

SATO Atsushi

Abstract

The Shimoheyanlun was written in China or Silla in the late seventh and eighth
centuries. In Japan, it was first mentioned in 778 (some say 779) by Kaimyd of
Daianji, and later cited in Kiikai’s Benkenmitsu nikydron (date unclear) and then
in, for example, the Ichijo kaishin ron (830) by the Kegon sect’s Fuki.

In this paper I focus on the Shimoheyanlun cited by Daianji Anchd of Japan’s
Sanron sect in his Chiigan ronsho (806), something that has not been studied in
existing scholarship. I reached the following conclusions.

First, when citing the Shimoheyanlun, (1) Anchd is in fact citing Shengbao’s
Shimoheyanlunki, and (2) when citing the Shimoheyanlunki, quotes passages that
do not appear therein. Thus, it is possible that the Shimoheyanlun and its commentary
may have existed in a different form than today.

Second, since Anchd was a Daianji monk of the Sanron sect, the Shimoheyanlun
was handed down through the Daianji Sanron lineage. In addition, since Anchd was
of the same generation as Kiikai’s teacher Gonzo, it is possible that he was involved

in Kukai’s research on the Shimoheyanlun.






