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“Spring without the Lady who planted the flower”
in the chapter Maboroshi of “The Tale of Genji™

—— Based on Yamabuki and the missing Women

HIRATA Sanae

In the chapter Maboroshi of “The Tale of Genji”, Lady Murasaki is repeatedly
described as being the one who “planted” the flowers. This paper is written in an
attempt to decipher the meaning of this description in the context of waka poetry .

First, in the waka context, flowers serve as a reminder of the deceased, and
nadeshiko and yamabuki play such a role in the chapter Maboroshi. Second, these
two types of flowers are reminiscent of Lady Murasaki and Tamakazura, which
reveals the relationship between the two women and the depictions of these
flowers. Specifically, in the chapter Makibashira, in which Hikaru Genyi laments
the disappearance of 7amakazura, the waka context reveals that the yamabuki
flower has a role in making him aware of her absence, and this narrative was
superimposed on the scene in the chapter Maboroshi where the yamabuki is
depicted. The meaning of the description of Lady Murasaki as the “person who
planted” these flowers was to make us aware of the flowers as her “memento,” and
also to show that Lady Murasaki, who could not be the “hedge” symbolizing the
“mother,” continued to be Hikaru Genyi’s “flower” throughout her life. Finally, the
waka context suggests that Hikaru Genyji'’s year in the chapter Maboroshi was one in
which he was trapped inside the “hedge” himself, looking at the flowers that Lady

Murasaki “planted” and in memory of her.






