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Galen’s On Black Bile:
Introduction and Translation with Notes.

FUKUSHIMA Masayuki

Galen (ca. 129-216) was the preeminent physician in Roman period and
authored a large amount of significant medical treatises. Among these, On
Black Bile stands out. As indicated by its title, this work delves into a
comprehensive discussion of black bile, one of the four humours, the others
being blood, phlegm, and yellow bile. The treatise offers pivotal insights into
Galen’s process of adopting and expanding upon the humoural theory in the
Hippocratic Corpus. The following is an introduction and translation
accompanied by interpretive notes, based on the critical edition by Boer.
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