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A Case Study on a Judgment
Rendered by Tokyo District Court as to Jurisdiction
Based on Tort Claim on September 5, 2014,
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On September 5, 2014, Tokyo District Court rendered a judgment as to defamation on the
Internet. The circumstance of the case is as follows. Plaintiffs, who were Japanese married
couple, brought an action in Tokyo district court for damages. They argued that they were
libeled by defendant, who was an individual resided in New York, with sending e-mail some
defamatory articles of plaintiffs to a company and individuals in Japan. In addition to this,
one of Plaintiffs, who was a wife, claim damages and argued that the other plaintiff, who
was the husband, and defendant commaitted a tort of alienation of affections.

Tokyo district court denied the adjudicate jurisdiction as to one part of the action which
was a claim based on the tort of alienation of affections, and awarded the other part of the
action which was a claim based on the tort of defamation.

In this case study, it will be reviewed whether the rule that was indicated by the judgment
is reasonable.
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