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Constructing an Advanced Grammar Class for
Non-native Teachers of the Japanese-Language

IKUTA Mamoru

This paper reports the research projects funded by the Japan Foundation
Japanese-Language Institute, Urawa. The aim of this project is to build an
advanced grammar class through design of a syllabus and the textbook,
followed by participant evaluations of the instructor and the textbook.

These classes are conducted as a two-month long training program in
combination with the topic-based Japanese-language class, which applies
task/content-based instructions. Grammar is considered as focus on form’
that is dispensed with communicative tasks, or as a means to raise accuracy
of the speaker.

However, participants belonging to the uppermost class are not satisfied
with an ordinary class that explains the usage and meaning, the difference
between two expressions, and the formation of sentence patterns. They are
more motivated and have higher goals and expectancies.

The participants learning objectives of this class are to analyze the
Japanese language compared to their mother tongue from universal
perspectives, and begin to ‘think grammar for oneself to some extent.

Evaluations from participants and specialists show the improvement of
instruction and teaching materials of this grammar class.
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