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The Need for Public Consensus and a Multilateral Level in Nuclear Policy-making
The Experience from Germany’s Search for a Permanent Nuclear Site

Lila Okamura

This paper addresses one of the most formidable problems facing Japan, a framework for future nuclear
power policy in the aftermath of Fukushima. The storage and management of radioactive waste is a worldwide
concern, but the problems are all the more pressing in a country where, only three years after the 2011 disaster,
the government is considering restarting its nuclear reactors. The purpose of the research is to identify a road
map for a reliable nuclear policy. By analysing the current situation in the area of radioactive waste management
in Germany, where - despite great efforts and after more than 50 years - there has been no satisfactory solution
to that problem. The process has been hampered by major political difficulties, widespread scepticism and vocal
criticism of limited public participation and the lack in transparency. The Standortauswahligesetz (Repository
Site Selection Act) 2013 seeks to finalise the nuclear waste storage issue before the year 2030. After analysing
the legal and historical background and the media coverage of this problem in Germany, I conclude that nuclear
policy decisions can no longer be based on solely scientific considerations. The decision matrix has to be expanded
to include other aspects - moral, ethical, societal and legal. Together with the public and environmental groups,

policy makers and legislators must create a framework to implement an inclusive and trustworthy nuclear policy.



