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Discussion on high-level radioactive waste

— a comparative study between Japan and Germany —

OKAMURA, Lila

Five years have passed since the Fukushima accident, and Japan has now begun with the restart of its nuclear
reactors.

However, not only does Japan not have a final disposal site for its high-level radioactive waste, it has also failed
to reach a decision on the system of site proposal. Spent fuel remains piled up in pools at nuclear power stations,
and it will continue to increase in volume when the nuclear power stations are restarted.

The discussion of nuclear energy issues in Japan has focused hitherto on the energy supply aspect. However, the
developments surrounding Fukushima and the restart controversy have made this an opportune time for a serious
discussion on nuclear energy from the aspect of nuclear waste.

In this paper, we evaluate the current situation in Japan and Germany in relation to radioactive waste. We
perform a comparative analysis of the two countries to determine the problems which are faced by Japan. The aim
of this article is to identify those discussion points which need to be addressed now and in the future in order to

solve this problem.



