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Nuclear Power Waste and Radioactive Waste Disposal in the German Democratic Republic (GDR)

— Including a Report of the Radioactive Waste Repository in Morsleben, Germany—

OKAMURA, Lila

In the wake of the nuclear reactor accident at Fukushima on 3 March 2011, the topic of energy policy in general
and nuclear energy policy in particular entered the public sphere. Germany, because of its experience with this
problem and because of the perceived similarities with Japan, is often cited as an example or used as reference.
However, the “Germany’ cited almost inevitably relates to the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) prior to
unification in 1990.

Despite the vast ideological, political and economic chasm that divided them, the FRG and the GDR did concur
on their choice of repositories for radioactive waste. In the late 1960s both countries chose rock salt mines at a
depth of several hundred meters to dispose of their radioactive waste. The FRG began with the disposal in 1969,
the GDR in 1971

This paper aims to review the waste disposal policy of the GDR, which has been unrepresented in the political
discussion hitherto, and to offer a new perspective to the energy policy discussion. Central to this treatise is a
report of the author’s visit in 2014 to the radioactive waste repository in Morsleben, Germany (formerly GDR).

Irrespective of Japan's energy policy in the future, and irrespective of Japan's choice between nuclear and non-
nuclear energy, the problems regarding nuclear waste, decommissioning, nuclear fuel recycling, and especially the
final storage of radioactive waste must be discussed, analyzed and solved. Focusing on the final storage aspect will

add new approaches, ideas and perspectives to the political debate on energy.



