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Citizen-owned Renewable Energy and Local Communities

HAMAMOTO, Mitsutsugu

A number of citizen-owned renewable energy (CORE) plants have been built in Japan. Pressures brought
on by the need to mitigate climate change and energy security concerns are the driving forces behind the
projects of constructing such plants. This paper provides an overview of the current status and issues of CORE
projects in Japan. In addition, the relationship between the CORE projects and the attributes of local communities
is empirically investigated. Specifically, the paper examines whether the elements of social capital affect the
geographical distribution of the CORE projects and the choice of financing methods for the projects using

regression analysis with Japanese prefecture-level data.



