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Emerging Issues concerning the Creation of a Low Carbon Society and
the Involvement of the Public

ICHINOSE Takahiro

This article aims to analyse emerging issues concerning the creation of a Low Carbon Society from the viewpoint
of the public. The present anti-global warming policy consists of the short-, middle- and long-term targets of GHG
reduction. It is desirable that these targets are mutually well-balanced and supported by detailed mechanisms for
their effective implementation. Because of the considerable increase in GHG emission, including from the domestic
sector, the prospects of fulfilling the short-term target commitments of the Kyoto Protocol are not good. The
national policy to educate the public concerning GHG reduction in the domestic sector, and voluntary efforts by
the public have not been very effective. A strong policy with clear, effective and systematically established

alternatives for GHG reduction should be offered to the public. Such a policy should adopt the intersectoral and

integrated reduction approach.
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