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A flower blooming at the mountain over there
— Representation of flowers in Japanese songs and
Chinese ethnic minority Yi-race songs —

IIJIMA Kazuhiko

In Japanese literary tradition, when allegorizing women to flowers, the
flowers are often cherry blossoms. However, an exceptional case is allegorize
to women as azaleas in the Cho-ka (& #k) of Kakinomoto-no-hitomaro (fii
KRANKRE) of “Manyo-shu (5 %4£)”. But, there are no examples after the
Heian period, the flowers as allegorizing to woman become cherry blossomes.

So, you can see a few examples that paraphrases a woman as azaleas in
the tradition of Japanese folk songs in the modern era, although the number
is very small.

Yirace (3}%), one of the ethnic minorities in China has a culture to cherish
alpine azaleas, and they have a representation tradition that paraphrases
the beauty of women to azaleas. The reason why there is a common way of
metaphor for the cultures of Japan and Yi-race may be because both peoples
have a life in mountainous areas.
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