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Native language and Bilingual education in Liangshan-Yi Prefecture

ASAYAMA Yoshiro

This paper reports on bilingual education of the native language and
Chinese in Liangshan-Yi Prefecture, Sichuan China. As far as rough
observation, Yi-language is relatively close to Chinese, as it is related
phylogenically. This makes it possible to predict that the native language
of Yi-ethnic group may be dominated by the socially superior language,
Chinese.

Same as the result of Liu Chenyu et.al. (2014) or Yoshikawa & Yamashita
(2014), our research also reveals that the bilingual education in Liangshan-
Yi Prefecture cannot be seen as well functioning. The reason for this is
mainly the lack of teachers with native fluency of Yi-language and also the
lack of teaching materials in Yi language, but at the root of that we should
not overlook the fact that there has been increasing many children who
are growing up with Chinese as their mother tongue, and the purpose of
bilingual education has been changed to keep their original language for
their identity. Furthermore, I want to point out that as far as comparing with
the situation in Estonia, which is regarded as an example of comparatively
successful multilingual education, the positioning of “common language”, it
is Chinese in this case, in language policy and social language situation is the
most important problem.
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