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Annotations and Backgrounds of “My Favorite Book:
Motoori Norinaga's Personal Copy of the Man'yoshu,
Motoori Norinaga Memorial Hall Collection.

SHIROSAKI Yoko

Norinaga Motoori (1730-1801) was a Japanese classical scholar in the late
Edo period. His study of “The Anthology of Myriad Leaves”, or “Manyoshu
(J7345)", started at a full scale after he bought the Kanei-era (1624-1644)
version of The Anthology in October 1756. According to the postscript of
“Shutakubon Manyoshu (My Favorite Book : Motoori Norinaga's Personal
Copy of the Man'yoshu FIRA [Ji%4£])" (hereafter “My Favorite Book”),
Norinaga added theories and opinions of Keichu (2) he cited from the
collection of Munetake Higuchi ($#1715%#), a pupil of Jikan Imai (4-F-BIR),
into his copy. Upon completing this work by May 1757, Norinaga further
added various information with various methods, namely bosho (side
annotations : #%2), tosho, harigami (annex to premise ; BEE, W), etc.
These works constitute Norinaga's My Favorite Book, which this study
examines.

Here, this study calls the phase where Norinaga purchased a copy of the
Kanei version and completed citation from Munetake's collection as “Initial
Annotations”, and the following phase as “Secondary Annotations”. In
the Initial Annotations, Norinaga summarized Keichu's notes in the original
edition of “Daishoki (fGJFic)”. While there can be many possibilities as to
what Norinaga initially needed in his attempt to delve into The Anthology,
the primary purpose of the Initial Annotations most likely to have been to
add comments on the meanings.

As for the Secondary Annotation, he probably aimed mainly to include
opinions by Azumamaro Kada (fif %) introduced in works like “Manyoushu
Hekiansho (Summary of My Personal Opinions on The Anthology : J7 344
)" and “Manyoshu Doujimon (Questions and Answers on The Anthology :
HHEETH)", as well as theories by Mabuchi Kamo (B %E.i), his teacher,



introduced in “Manyoko (Thoughts on The Anthology : 77 #%)”. Among
various theories, the Theory of Typographical Errors specifically is attributed
to Mabuchi. Notes on the Theory of Typographical Errors as included in My
Favorite Book probably follows his teacher’s theory. Even so, the inclusion of
“Norinaga Dokujikun (Norinaga's original notes : BEMEI)" suggests
that the work prompted Norinaga's engagement in annotation works.

This paper regards My Favorite Book as the record of his footsteps on The
Anthology study and follows the development from interpretations of the
songs to the re-interpretation, including text critiques, of the same.

NoEE pFF - N4

ar | B gk

N



