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Reading Tasks to Develop Thinking Skills in a Second Language

OKUDAIRA Fumiko, USUI Yoshiko

The importance of “higher order thinking skills” or “critical thinking” has been
under discussion for some time in Japan, riding the wave of literacy education
corresponding to the development of IT on the one hand and “globalization”
on the other. Nevertheless, there is still no common definition or methodology
to develop them in the field of second language education. Using the PISA
reading literacy assessment framework as an index, this paper attempts to
propose reading tasks that help students develop their thinking skills in a
second language, making use of upper secondary English textbooks based on
the current Course of Study.
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