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Study on the Use of Japanese Persimmon/ Kaki :
Fruits, Dried Fruits, and Kaki Tannin

INUI, Tadashi

This paper clarifies the transition of Japanese persimmon/ Kaki production since the end of the Edo era in Japan
and the use of astringent persimmon including kaki tannin.

Japanese persimmon are deciduous fruit trees, but they can be used not only with fruits but also leaves and even
trees themselves and are the most popular fruit trees of the Japanese.

Until the Taisho period (1912-1926), Japanese persimmon were raised the most throughout mainland Japan, from
the Tsugaru Plain in Aomori Prefecture to Yakushima in Kagoshima Prefecture to the south. However, it was not
a sweet persimmon of the fruit for the raw food, and an unsuitable astringent persimmon was a center for the fruit
tree.

Moreover, the kaki tannin can be taken from the astringent persimmon. The kaki tannin had extremely a lot of
uses such as toughening agent of the net of fishing, the preservative of the ship, and the building material, the
paint of the umbrella, the fan, and the medicine of the burns.

After World War I, the kaki tannin declined nationwide due to the spread of chemical paints and dyes, therefore

the traditional production of the kaki tannin disappeared in the mid-1970s.






