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A Case Report of TADOKU Extensive Reading in Upper Elementary-
to Advanced - Level Japanese Languages Classes:
Its Challenges and Suggested Support

KATSURA Chikako

TADOKU, or Extensive Reading, method was adopted in six Japanese
language classes. The method was applied in three classes of upper
elementary-, intermediate-, and upper intermediate-levels in the fall semester
of 2017 and three classes of intermediate-, and upper intermediate-, and
advanced-levels in the spring semester of 2018. Although the former three
classes went successful, the author had difficulty in supporting some
students in the upper mediate-level class in the spring semester of 2018.
These students gave a negative evaluation the method in a questionnaire.
The author analyzed these student cases and found that support to the
upper mediate-level learners during TADOKU reading was insufficient. In
TADOKU reading, we teachers do not teach. We have nothing to teach
in this method. We only support learners so that their TADOKU reading
goes successful. Therefore, how to support learners is so important.
Teachers should avoid being paternalistic in supporting learners. We need
to communicate with each learner more carefully. Further research from
various viewpoints is needed on how to support learners in TADOKU
method.
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