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— International Environmental Decisions —
ICJ Judgment and Orders on the Case concerning Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay
(Argentina v. Uruguay)

ICHINOSE Takahiro

The River Uruguay forms the international border between Argentina and Uruguay. Uruguay authorized the
construction of two Pulp Mills on the bank of the River Uruguay in its territory. On 5 May 2006 Argentina filed in
the ICJ (International Court of Justice) an Application against Uruguay. Argentina contended that Uruguay. by its
unilateral authorization of the Pulp Mills, breached its procedural and substantive obligations under the Statute of
the River Uruguay concluded between Argentina and Uruguay in 1975 (1975 Statute) and this breach concerned
with the effects of such activities on the quality of the waters of the River Uruguay and on the areas affected by
the river.

On 5 May 2006 Argentina also submitted a request for the indication of provisional measures to the Court. By an
Order of 13 July 2006, the Court rejected the request by Argentina. On 29 November Uruguay in turn submitted
a request for the indication of provisional measures. By an Order of 23 January 2007, the Court also denied Uruguay's
request ordering Argentina to remove protesters who were blockading bridges across the river.

On 20 April 2010 the judgment (merits) announced by the Court. It found that Uruguay breached its procedural
obligations under the 1975 Statute to notify Argentina of the plan, and that the declaration by the Court of this

beach constituted appropriate satisfaction. However the Court found that Uruguay did not breach its substantive
obligations under the 1975 Statute.
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