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U.S-Thai Allied Relations during the Vietnam War, 1964-1968

Yoshihiko Mizumoto

This article aims to examine U.S.-Thai allied relations during the
escalation of the Vietnam War. Since the commencement of the bombings on
North Vietnam and the deployment of combat ground troops in 1965, the
United States intensified the military involvement in South Vietnam to
protect the Saigon regime from communist subversions. As part of his efforts
to justify the military intervention while ensuring domestic support for it,
President Lyndon B. Johnson sought economic and military support from
Asian and Pacific allies. Responding to the U.S. demands, Australia, New
Zealand, South Korea, the Philippines, and Thailand came to the defense of
South Vietnam. Of the five allies, Thailand sent the second largest troops to
South Vietnam. The Thais also provided Washington additional assistance
including the authorization for the U.S. military to use Thai bases,
transforming them into what one historian describes as “U.S. unsinkable
aircraft carrier.”

Despite such Thailand’s indispensable roles, precedent studies have paid
only minimal attention to U.S.-Thai relations during the Vietnam War. This
article attempts to fill the gap of the historiography by focusing on the
negotiation process leading to Bangkok’s decisions to send combat troops
named “Queen’s Cobras” and “Black Panthers” in 1966 and 1967 respectively.
Drawing on various declassified U.S. documents, this article contends that the
Thai military engagement was determined primarily by its recognition of
integrated communist threats emerging across the whole of Indochina. It also
reveals the two countries’ differing views on how to deal with the communist
threats in Indochina, the Thai leadership’s dissatisfaction of U.S security
guarantee for it, and its anxieties with regard to possible U.S. disengagement
as the war progressed.



